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Dinosaur tail unearthed at the base of
a crumbling cliff on the Isle of Wight
belonged to an iguanodon that lived
125MILLION years ago

Pippa Fairweather, 45, discovered the fossils in a cliff face near Brighstone 
The cliff on the Isle of Wight is crumbling and is too dangerous for excavations 
Vertebrae are thought to belong to a 125million-year-old iguanadon  

By JOE PINKSTONE FOR MAILONLINE 
PUBLISHED: 11:39, 29 January 2020 | UPDATED: 11:41, 29 January 2020

A fossilised tail from a dinosaur that roamed the world 125million years ago has been
discovered at the bottom of a crumbling cliff on the Isle of Wight.    

The fossilised remains of the the dinosaur — believed to be an iguanodon — were
found embedded at the base a cliff-face near Brighstone.

But excavations and attempts to salvage the tail for detailed analysis are currently
being thwarted, due to safety risks posed by the crumbling cliff. 

Scroll down for video  

The fossilised remains of the the dinosaur — believed to be an iguanodon — were found
embedded at the base a cliff-face near Brighstone

Beach-goer Pippa Fairweather, 45, discovered the fossil in a cliff face near
Brighstone on the Isle of Wight, describing the find as 'pretty impressive'. 
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It is thought around six vertebrae have been uncovered, and Isle of Wight
radio reports that the dinosaur died and was exposed to the elements for several
months before being buried by a large flash flood.  

Iguanodons were herbivores that measured up to 30 feet (10 metres) tall and
weighed more than four tons (4,000kg). 

Beach-goer Pippa Fairweather, 45, discovered the fossils in a cliff face near Brighstone on the
Isle of Wight, describing the find as 'pretty impressive'
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The Iguanodon (artist's impression) roamed the world 125 million years ago during the
Cretaceous period and they measured up to 30 feet (10 metres) tall and ate plants. The
herbivores also weighed more than four tons (4,000kg)

Ms Fairweather, who is from Freshwater on the island and runs an online retail shop, said it is
between Brighstone's Grange Farm and Isle of Wight Pearl

Oliver Mattsson, an expert from the Dinosaur Farm near to the find on the Isle of
Wight, said: 'Complete skeletons of the iguanodon have been found but we don't
know how much of this one is there, because it is inaccessible due to the safety risk
being too great.

'Given the cliff as it is, and the rain we have been having, it is unsafe to go near it.

'The iguanodon is the most common type found, as the dinosaur has been found on
all continents.'

Ms Fairweather, who is from Freshwater on the island and runs an online retail shop,
said it is between Brighstone's Grange Farm and Isle of Wight Pearl.
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She adds: 'But is in a seriously over-hanging cliff which seems to be crumbling
constantly, so people need to be super careful.' 

Experts are also urging locals to not attempt to extract the fossil for risk of damaging
it or endangering themselves.  

WHAT IS AN IGUANODON
DINOSAUR?
Iguanodon is a genus of herbivorous dinosaurs which could grow to the size
of an African elephant and run at 14mph (23kmh).

They walked the earth around 132 million years ago, during the Lower
Cretaceous period. 

They grew to around 10 feet (three metres) tall, 30 feet (10 metres) long and
weighed 4.5 tons. 

Different species flourished in both Europe and North America. 

They would have been prey for one of England's biggest predators, Baryonyx,
a relative of Spinosaurus.

These large dinosaurs were able to walk on both two legs or all four.

They had a highly specialised, five-fingered hand which would have made
them excellent foragers.

The thumb spike is one of their best-known features.

It would have made an excellent stiletto-style weapon against predators and
also could have been used to break into fruit.

It's believed they held their long, heavy tail high in the air for balance.

The genus was named in 1825 by English geologist Gideon Mantell. 

Read more:
125 Million-Year-Old Dinosaur Tail Found In Isle Of Wight Cliff | Isle Of Wight Radio

dress as she promotes
PrettyLittleThing
range... after going wild
for Jesy Nelson's NTAs
win

Kristen Bell admits
she completely 'blacked
out' during an argument
with husband Dax
Shepard: 'I don't
actually remember what
happened'

Ashley James catches
the eye in a structured
lilac blazer display as
she attends the UK
premiere of Birds of
Prey
Bright look

EXCLUSIVE  Chopper
pilot who died with
Kobe Bryant leaves
behind a longtime
girlfriend and her two
children, who he treated
like his own

EXCLUSIVE  Tom
Fletcher discusses
whether McBusted will
reunite in future and
how McFly not 'killing
each other' is a big
accomplishment
 

Jennifer Aniston and
Brad Pitt stay
connected to each other
as they share the SAME
stylists to get them red
carpet ready
Connection

Maisie Williams
channels Elsa as she
sings Frozen megahit
Let It Go in new Audi
commercial for Super
Bowl
Centre stage 

Ant McPartlin appears
in high spirits as he
eyes up a flashy sports
car in the street after
bagging his 19th NTAs
win  
Flash car

Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle promote
a mental health initiative
run by a Canadian
mobile phone network
on Instagram - the first
since Megxit

Advertisement

Love Island star Luke
Mabbott's secret past
revealed: Star caught
eye of Vicky Pattison on
Geordie Shore as she
branded hunk Bieber's
younger brother

Alice Eve is the picture
of sophistication in a
white one-shoulder
jumpsuit as she attends
the Newport Beach Film
Festival UK Honours
Glamorous

Meat-eating dinosaur could replace teeth as fast as shark

w

A

e A a /0:00 1:03 tgikmhnj

Share

NEW
ARTICLES Top

7

https://iwradio.co.uk/2020/01/28/125-million-year-old-dinosaur-tail-found-in-isle-of-wight-cliff/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7944305/Little-Mixs-Jade-Thirlwall-sizzles-tiny-gold-mini-dress-promotes-PrettyLittleThing-range.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7944427/Kristen-Bell-admits-completely-blacked-argument-husband-Dax-Shepard.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7944119/Ashley-James-catches-eye-structured-lilac-blazer-display-Birds-Prey-premiere.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7943307/Pilot-died-helicopter-crash-Kobe-Bryant-leaves-girlfriend-children.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7943195/Tom-Fletcher-EXCLUSIVE-McFly-not-killing-biggest-accomplishment.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7944279/Jennifer-Aniston-Brad-Pitt-share-stylists-red-carpet-ready.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7944239/Maisie-Williams-channels-Elsa-sings-Frozen-megahit-Let-Audi-Super-Bowl-commercial.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7943783/Ant-McPartlin-appears-high-spirits-eyes-flashy-sports-car-West-London.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-7943649/Prince-Harry-Meghan-Markle-promote-mental-health-initiative-run-Canadian-network.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7943701/Love-Island-star-Luke-Mabbotts-secret-famous-past-revealed.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-7944297/Alice-Eve-wows-white-one-shoulder-jumpsuit-Newport-Beach-Film-Festival-UK-Honours.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/

